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House on the Bluffs

House on the Bluffs overlooks the Scarborough Bluffs in 
Toronto. The property was the client’s childhood home, 
which was appropriated to create a new residence. The 
foundation of the childhood home was reused to support 
the new structure, blending old and new and signifying the 
layers of the owner’s life.

Layers also appear in House on the Bluff’s façade. A screen 
of vertical channel glass covers the home’s simple stucco 
architecture, allowing natural light to enter and keeping 
visibility from the outside to a minimum. The façade is also 
wrapped in Ontario Algonquin limestone, outlining the front 
wall and recessed entrance. The rear of the home is a two-
storey wall of glass that affords a breathtaking view of Lake 
Ontario.

House on the Bluffs’ interior is configured to break up its 
volumetric architecture. The master bedroom has cantilevers 
that jut out over the dining room below. A linear skylight 
runs the length of the house, where natural light functions 
to divide up space. Charcoal-coloured fibre cement panels 
offer distinction to the structure both inside and outside the 
home.

Credits
Architects: Taylor Smyth Architects
Project Year: 2011
Location: Scarborough, Ontario
Project Area: 2,300 sq. ft.
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